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bring a superb range of |

I o Col, Ayl Scotand,
Telephone 08793 300

Country House Hotel

Danald and Wandy MelLaan invite
yau o enjay the genuine Htﬂhlﬂnd
hespitality they offer, an the lovely
Heshridean ksland of Mull, The
Island’s Yenison, Salmon, Lamb,
Besaf and our own gardan produce
are the basis of the menus, The
comfort and elegance of what 15 our
hame and the uniqualy porsonal
allentepn we dive our guests
praducas an atmosphers of
indulgence

DERVAIG, ISLE OF MULL
Telaphone- (0EE84) 274
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Combie Street Scarinish
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Tel: 623917273 Tel 087 92 450

Grofim Farmer owned Co-operative, suppiving
everylhing fof the sland Medmers” nesds —
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dondl, Enorsks, summar snd winber clothing
i
AR parden and borioulmrnl Feguirnments
swalizble and o soeody servioy geett 00
teleahane orden and engussey
Coal Agwrs for Calf avd Farwe

WE SERVE THE ISLANDS
HELP LS TO HELP YO
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“Col for my moneyl™ — Dr Johnson. The journal of a Tour to the Habrides.
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On fust sighting. Coll locks like a fish-
shapind lummp of rack, bag and sand that juts
Trom tha ses botwasen Mull and Tiree, Aboul
a hundred and tweanty people live there, the
mapariy In or naar the one village of
Arinagour, The village has two churches,
Twro shops, onde schaoal, one hotel, one guest
house, one post olfice, ana patial pumg, The
island's three roads lead from the village —
south-wastward to its two old castles at
Breacacha and o Ballyhowgh Farm, ond
narth-costward 1o Sorisdale, formerly o
llaurishing sattlemant, but now with anly
one permanent resident. Singularity is an
gssenial part of the istendors” Iife-style -
there |s plenty of reom for it ta flourish.

As for ma, |am nat a Collach by birth, not
ovan a Scot, and | only spend aboul a thind of
gch year there — the summary third, which
ie actually ehanting. My first sight af Call
was on & rainy Spong day sightesn years
wgo, before the new puer was built. when the
ferry-boat used o coma out to meat the old
Cimpmore in the bay. And the first Collagh |
Sawewis a rotund man with a reddish-purple
face and B reddish-purple swesier who
shouted Jump’ 1o those passengers (ool
hardy enough to be Collward bound

Editor's

COLL-umn

I jumped. and that was the beginning of
whiat hag turnied out 1o ba an addiction. Coll
s an acquired taste; cnee acquired, the taste
remains, | believe and hope, for lile, And so 11
has happened that, thaugh |'ve seen many
of tha wide world's famous “'views™, my
favourite one (s looking out avar the bay ai
Hyne on & elear suinmer evening towards

the Treshnish Isles and distant Staffa
beyand.

It iz, then, becauss | am sofond of Coll and
bacausa | am a weriter by prolession that Fve
long wanted to starl & magazing such as
this. | hopa it will provide pleasure and
perhaps a limle more understanding for all
who appreciate the island’'s worth, as | do,
and, in the wider contest, far all who balisve,
&% | do, that tha Hebridean way af life should
nat enly be preserved and recorded bt
ennched and encouraged. I'm well awara
that this furst issue of Coll’s first-over
magazing has its faults, partly perhaps
bacause Fve wied w please everybody, | ean
oily say that any laulis ere due to avarsight
of ignofance. mever o malice and that |
wolcome readers’ comimpnis ond sugges-
tions for fubure improvements!
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seli-catering holidays

L3

Choice of larmhouse, bungalow, chalet, 2 Hiols, o Bothy and 2 Caravans
All fully eguipped incinen
AA & STA recommended. Reduced rotes Moy, June & Sapt
Vacanoes due 10 cancellmions July 2ns-16th, July 9ih-2, Aogust 131h-27th &
August 27-September 10th,
Apaly: Mre Stawart, Isbe of Coll, Argyll
Telophone: 087-93-338.

THE SCHOOLS OF COLL IN THE
““GOOD OLD DAYS"”

by Betty MacDougall

NN NI NN N NININS

In peneral, the suthor has noied thar the
“powars-whoowere” offen complarmed of
the poor altendemce of the Colf ehifdlren s,
when ealled i guestion, parenls pleaded &
tack of clatting and footwear Most people
ware very very goor an those doys and o
eluldven got & soaking on the way ta school
and back agmn & would be dificulr e
mrovide them wivth a ory eoffit for the noxt
ooy, Wellinglores wore wnknewn for ehild-
resr... There was graar aifficulty in staffing
Coll schools, somotines weaks passed
without a teacher, seme fteachiers anly
staved for briel porfods amd ofisn loeal
mirNsters or atfer warthnes were called in o
L

Thia first energanic mowemant for general
educatian in the Highlands and lslonds was
launched by the Society for the Prapogation
of Chriatian Knowledge (5. P.C.K.), founded
in 1707 which worked in co-oparation with
tha Chireh af Seotland. S.P.CK. reconds
mirition a school in Coll as early as 1725,
which miust have patered oul guickly, but in
1794 @ successlul sertlemant was macde
somewhare in Grimsary, the exacl site
unkricwen. The schoolmaster was Ebenazar
Davidzan, & diligant and dediceted teacher
by all mocounts, Among his pupils was
Lachlan Maclean of the Armebasd family
who later sattled in Glasgow, wraotn sovoral
books in English and Gaelic and was a
lsading light in Ganslie literary circles.

A sociely inspector who visited the schaol
in 1824 dascribed tha schoolroom as being
also ihe church of the island so the school
must have been wransferred to Clobach.
There ware 35 scholars amanding, he
raportad, increasing 1o 50 in winter when
their perents didn’t raquira helg on the
crofts. Obwiously that one school couldn't

cater adequately for the educotionsl needs
of the whobiisland which had, atthat time, a
population of about 1,300, And indeed, pricr
Lo the garly ninateanth century, the camman
falk had scant opportunity for any sort of
schooling. AL this time upper class lamilies
ithe laird and his kingmen) used the old
Celtie system of fostarage, of had private
tulors Tor the young and sent ther sons to
mainlang schoals

In 1811 the Gaclic Schooks Socisty was
founded for the express purpose of teaching
the inhabitanis of Gaeldom to raad tha
seriptures in their native tongue 1ts schools
were ambulatory, meaning that a taacher
would spand abaut two years in a school,
then leave his best puplls 10 carry on with
tha wark whilst he moved to onother placs;
eventually hie moved an again, ar raturned ta
his first poar. The Sociely's first school was
operved at Toraston in 1813 and the shell of
tha buliding =il stands in thal desened
township, Whon it was inspected in 1814 by
the Ministar, Mr Dovidson, there were
betwasen 40 1o B0 puplis. The schaolmaster
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ihen was Alexander MacKenzie and he
maovied an to Arinagour where has roll varied
from 30 fo 70 children ang adulis,
depending on the seasonal work

Other sites of the Gaalic Schools in Call
wiire at Ardnish, Kilbride, Acha, Caolas,
Lenchdruadh, Ceanna a Bhaigh and Bousd
The schools ware held in very humble
shelters but the teachers gave devoted
gervice. One was David Fowler from the
Black lsle and wradition has it that he used 1o
march his pupils down to Bousd Strand 1o
teach them their leiters on the firm sand,
One of Fowlar's daughters. incidontally,
married a local crolter and their san
Alaxander was ihe first East End postman —
who later died on the rosd with his pack on
his back

Schooling was still the province of the
Church of Seotland and in 1824 the
Education Committea of ils General
Assambly decided to set up schools where

racquired. As there had nevor been on ollicial
Farish Schoal in Coll the first General
Assambly School was opened at Arinagour
in 1826 wilth Alexondor Stewart from
Perthshire in charge. In his lirst hall-yeuarly
report Stewart recorded a roll of 107, made
up af 77 males and 30 females of all ages.
But in 1829 it was reported that the schoo!
had ramoved o Arileod and local tradition
avers that it was housed in the presant byra
of Arileod Farm.

The great divisiom in ihe Church of
Seanland, the Disruption of 1843, sfected
the schoals s waoll a5 the churches. In Coll,
the whole population  followed  their
Minister inte the Free Church  and
Alpxander Stewart went with them, He had
thus fo wvacate the Arileod byre and
established his Free Church school at an
unknown gite a1 Arnabosd One Robert
MacDonald wook over the Arileod school for
several years but whan he left the island
there was no replacamant for guite o while

In 1863, John Lorme Stewart, tho now
proprietor of the main pan of the islend, hed
A naw &school buill of Acha with &
commediovs house atteched. This was at a
ime when unease regarding the state of
education  in the Hebrides reached
parliamentary level and another tour of
imspection was leunchad by the govern-
ment. In the rasulting repori Coll was
assessed as one of thi worst off araas for
the provision of education, Responding 1o
this. John Larne Stawart had another schogl
buill a1 Arnabosd, the prosent rooflass
building @t the crossroads. So, when the
Education At al 1872 made education
compuigory, this school and the one at Acha
became the Board Schoals,

Prioe to thig, in 1850, anather sehalastic
initiative had been takom — the Ladies’
Association Schools. so-called bacausa the
wuodnen of the Fraa Chureh eeganisad them.
Daspite pleas far a school in the land's
East End it was nof until 1878 that one was
soitled 8l Bousd, in Struan House whera
Miss Mary Lang now lives. Until that Lime,
tha intermittant visits by Goelic School
teachiers were the only oppanunitios
available to tha Fast-andors. The Assoei-
ation's schools employed only  divinity
stuchenis who thereby got assistance with
their college fees. Unfortunately thoy had ta
absent themsalves in tho winter lor the

college  term, but contracted o leave
somaana [n charge

The 1872 Education Act transfarred the
Acha and Arnabosd schools from the
authority of tha Assombly to the School
Board and naw Board schools were built at
Arinagour in 1897 and at Bousd the next
yeor. A small side-school was lator opened
for a few yaars a1 Greasbull 1o cater for
children i the aras and it was housed in the
little corrugatad iron building at the roadsde
maar the farmhouse This was because
parents rebelled against sending  their
childran thraugh tha bogs (rom the Norh
Coast road to Acha schowsl and it was indased
A vixry long walk from, say, Caolasia Achain
bad weather. The five-year-clds  |ust
couldn’t make it and aften didn ' start schoa!
till thay were noarly soven,

In recent years things have coriainby
changed. Dua to an  ever-diminishing
population and the contralising policy of tha
Scollish Edueation Depariment, the out-
lying schools wara closed in 1942 and the
children transgoned 1o school by car. Acha
school is now Lhe residenee of Mr and Mrg K.
Stewari; the Arinagour School is now the
foctory for Coll Herbals Lid, the Bousd
bullding is now owned by Major Bristal as
hoadguartars of the Praject Trust And in
1956 a8 modern school was opened in
Carnan Raad with couneil housing naarty.

My acknowledgoments are due o the Mationat Library in Edinburgh ard the Argyll County

Aschivist in Lochgilphead for aceass 1o aducational reconds,
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