THE CHURCHOF SCOTLAND
ON COLL

(From informaton and matenal kindly prosvded by
Betty MacDougall and Juliona Nichuls. )

The present chuseh’s commanding position
overkioking the wilisge and the hay sugaests that it, or
som equally mmposing edifice, has occuped the site
for hundreds ol years. So it's rather surpesing to
learn that, throughout the eighteenth century, Coll
had nu pubbc buddmg e Church of Scotlond
serwcos, which were hedd In & varity of places
mcuding Ballyhough, Breacsc b, Coad, Knuxck and
Gallanach, with sermans being preached a1 rhe East
and West ends in tuen. Strict records of atendance
waere kept howewer and people could be fmed for
fading 10 atlend seraces. Nevertheless (peshaps
becsuse attendance was high?) the Church was
alwarys shaort of tusids andl @1 o Prestytery mesting in
1761 it was recorded that the sacraments of the
Lord's Supper coukd only be administered year about
m Coll and Tiree owing to the “expense of the
communon elerments”

There's o record ol the exact date when a proper
church was bailt on the island, bat the Stafistcal
Accounts of 1843 mention one existing of Clabbach
It is described as being large enough for 350 sittars
and services ware conducted by vanous missionaries
whi tended 10 conve and go frequently, with imervals
between. In the decades following the Schism of 1843
the enajority of isdanders attended the Froe Chureh,
bt by 1866 there was defmitely an established church
at Clabbach and the Revd. Archd. Camphbell was s
Maustor

Churchof Scotland seraces were held there until the
arrival of one ol it more colouriul meumbents -

Dugald MacEchern — ecarly = 1900 He was
determined on the building of a now church in
Arnagour, whxch was now e main centre ol
population, and to raise funds a Grand Bazaar and
Fancy Fair was held m the Masket Hall, lnverness m
Oxciober, 1905

1]

Eventually budding began and dunng the course of 1,
James MacTaagart, son of the redoubtable
schoolmoster, who later became a well known
enlertamer, was blnded m one eye by a chip of stone

that few from the mason's hammer, This was
considened an ill omen at the lme, but all went well,
and the church, which had o rather fine window, wis
congectated in 1907,

Dugald MacEachern, who remaned its Mirstor for a
further eleven years, had a reputaien as a local bard
and, wrote his younger brother Vicior, “The manse ol
Coll which leaked out on the wild Allsntic in all its
moods . e musc of 15 waves breakang upan the
yollow sands of Clabbach inspered wome ol his
swedtest lyracs It was these that he composed his
poern, " Thie Harp of the Gael' which won for him the
Bardship ol the National Mad, that year " Anather of
Dugald's poems, sntitled New Yiar m the Hebrides'
probably dates feom the same perod, here is part of

The Helbrides snow-whive be

Likw swars ov tha braast of the ocean,
The wand of the frozen North

O Coll of the wavws is blovwang
High on the castied crag

The wanry seas are breaking
Beloved, o Good New Year

Do you remember aur youth

Arid the Hograamay i the shekng?
The old sear dying, the sun

Falirsg wath gold thw ovean

The maidens of Antnagour

And the boghter, the feast and the muasc -
Aedoved, 3 Good Now Year.
Homeward we uwent, you rememider,
At gt by A parths trozen,

With Margaret thw golkden haired

At by denbed, sweer-throared Morag.
The O Yewe dead and each youth
Kissing his maidhen and saying —
Beloved, 2 Good New Year. .
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Tur Faxer Fan e tor Mamser Tt
The second opening cereminy al the bagany anl
tancy faie, beld In thn Market Hall on “I'hrs
day, Fridey, and Saturday, aul of the fusd
for the erection of a clinrel b Arogowr, isand
of Cell, wan performed by ez Pravest Williae
Mattran Rev., ArchiluMl Macdosa¥, K
tarlity, oocupied  the  clinir, and  mmong  the
peatlemen present at the ceremony wor Nhenifl
J. P tirant, Provesl How, Mr Mackmtosh of
Raigmnre, Uolinel Franckiym, nlaned Argus
| Hey Mr ITay Painwosds, Mr Jols Uvan, My
|¢‘|rr1 1 Mev, Mr Jewtinck, Kiklilly M

Andrew Mackinteall and others  Mr Mo bean
[ e it mas alleged fhat the (Temh was fming
it by of the poople, lut when one ram thy
" angorss of the many hasases oned obler pgene

for whtaming fanda bee the suppat! of e
| aelivances of religion, there was mn growol fo
| suel glomy mugivings.  He wan plosscl e
Cmes thial en that eccanion alf seits vord witl
ench wtlier In Jending ssmstance Bo the ol

work that Rev, Me Macechern had nedditidhen
| amel fie hoped it would be a compicunta sicoe s

He linged wown to lear of Mr Blarecheen living
| secommodsted in combort i his new chitch
Aristgone to the  splotusl  benefit ol i
attachied flock.  (Applanse) On the emntinn ol
Rev. Jubn Macechers, Mr Machean won brartily
thanked doe Daving declaged the lamiar open
amd a bke gompliment swan passisd to the clor
man. The fawy fair was lirgely atlewled oo
Frufay and Saturday, and, in the evesings
evpecinlly, the wens wan lively and afbmctog
The vacsous enteriziements sl eommpe Lirlane
were well patronised.  The mames of the win
ners ol peiges wers snmeisesd on Eatundi
niglt, smid & seene of mpch migth and oo
pectaney.  The drawings amounted  alingethe
te £535, in additicn to 100 cwtributed e
fare the basssr. Te this total of £A35 bus to
be added a grant by (he Home Minsine of the
Clinreh of Scotland of L300, 206 b o expeted]
that ancther grant and & frae more contailn
| tioms will compléte the sem vequired.  The
lﬂm prige in the pokerowork competition wos
[ won by Alex.  Mackenrie, Uralgard,  Baotr
‘sﬂdgfl with a beantilelly serked tray.
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Copy od onginal Advernt & Reporl of Bazaar & Fancy
Fair, kind countesy of “The lnverness Courer”
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